
  

Weekly Wisdom 
ANNOUNCEMENTS                DEADLINE FOR ANNOUNCEMENT SUBMISSION IS MONDAY. 

 Report Cards:  Elementary students will have report cards in their FIFs 

today; Montessori students will have an attendance record. 

 OPEN HOUSE: Tomorrow is our Open House from 5-7pm.  Bring your 

friends and neighbors, come meet new people and share with others about 

what makes ASA so great! 

 Calendar Changes:  Please note that our February Liturgy has been moved 

to the 19th, our MECE conferences have changed to an “All-School” 

conference day, and the special guest day will now be on the 26th. 

 Tuition Assistance: For need based tuition assistance for the 2010-2011 

school year, apply online at www.factstuitionaid.com/facts/gaindex. There is 

a $25 processing fee. Deadline is April 1st. 

 Apply Now: Considering sending a sibling to school next year? Space is 

limited, so an application must be received by March 1st to be given priority 

in the enrollment pool. Don’t miss out on this wonderful program –  

apply today! 

 ASA Board of Trustees: serves an essential role in our school community. 

Want to be part of the team or refer someone you know? Please see Elia, 

Mary or Elisha for more information. 

INTENT TO RE-ENROLL 

In your FIFs you will find the 2010-2011 Intent to Re-enroll form.  Please help us 

plan for the upcoming year by completing and returning this form (along with the 

tuition deposit) by March 1st. 

ELEMENTARY CONFERENCES 

Because of the late date for our spring conferences, (in 

May!) Mr. Hillhouse has decided to offer a conference day 

on February 12th as well. This means there will be NO 

SCHOOL for both elementary and MECE students. Look 

for a sign-up sheet in the next couple of days or email Ed if 

you have a scheduling conflict. Thanks for your flexibility! 

 SIGN UP FOR MECE CONFERENCES 

Scheduling preference is given to new families who started in January and 

parents of kinder age students. All other families are welcome to sign up as 

desired or schedule time on a different day. Please see Elisha if you would like a 

conference time outside of these time slots or if you have any questions. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Wednesday, February 3rd 

Elementary Report Cards in FIFs 

Thursday, February 4th 

Open House 5-7pm 

Monday, February 8th 

Scrip Orders Due 

Friday, February 12th 

FULL SCHOOL Conferences – 

No School  

Monday, February 15th 

No School – President’s Day 

 

BIBLE VERSE 
For recitation on 2/10 

"For whoever desires to save 

his life will lose it, but 

whoever loses his life for My 

sake and the gospel's will 

save it." 

Mark 8:35 
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WHY TEACHERS GIVE TESTS 

A 1st grader told his teacher during the 

middle of a spelling test “Sometime I think 

you do this just to make my hands hurt” 

SCENTSY PARTY  

Join us for an Open House Scentsy Party 

fundraiser from 1-5 on February 6th at 

Maria Tatum's house.  20% of sales go to 

ASA's music program. Plus during the 

month of February you can save 10% off 

Scentsy regular purchase prices.  

There are a few catalogs and order forms on 

the table in the entryway.  Please feel free to 

bring a friend or take a catalog to share 

with your friends & family. 

What is Scentsy? Scentsy is the wickless 

candle with over 50 decorative & unique 

warmers and over 80 wonderful, highly 

aromatic scents! Scentsy works on a low 

watt bulb to gently "warm" scents, not burn 

them. So you get 10 times the aroma 

without any soot, and no danger. You can 

"leave it on" 24 hours a day, 7 days a week 

if you want! You have a soft nightlight 

warming a gentle scent throughout your 

house all the time. And not just one room 

but ALL open rooms. Plus Scentsy is also 

reusable. Don't pour or discard that scented 

wax, save money & reuse it!  

Come learn more about these wonderful 

products – February 6th from 1-5pm at the 

Tatum’s home.  It’s a fun sensorial way to 

support our school! 

VOLUNTEER NEEDED FOR 

SPECIAL GUEST DAY 

We are hosting a special guest day on 

February 26th, where each student will be 

able to invite one adult (grandparent, 

godparent, or parent) to come have a hot 

lunch with them and see the classroom. If 

you are interested in helping with this fun 

experience, please contact Elisha ASAP. 

 

 

 

 

DON'T RAISE A KID  

WHO DEPENDS ON BEING SMART 

There are few things that bring us more joy than seeing our 

youngsters succeed! Unfortunately, too many of us make the mistake 

of responding to their success in ways that gradually condition them 

to give up when the going gets tough. 

Let's see how this happens: 

Little Roger just tied his shoes. Because this warms his mother's 

heart, she says, "Oh Roger. You are so smart!" 

Roxanne got an "A" on her spelling test. Beaming with pride, her 

father praises, "Roxanne, you are so bright!" 

Roger says his ABC's. Grandma replies, "You're the smartest kid  

in town!" 

Roxanne constructs a wonderful science fair project. Her mother 

smiles, "Oh, sweetie, you are so intelligent." 

 If this continues, Roger and Roxanne will eventually be conditioned 

to believe that they are successful only because they are smart. 

Why's this a problem? 

 Kids who believe that smartness is the key to success give up 

whenever they encounter things that leave them feeling not-so-

smart. 

 More fortunate kids are conditioned to believe that hard work, 

practice and perseverance are the keys to success. 

 Kids who believe that hard work and perseverance are the keys to 

success are more likely to keep trying when things get tough. 

In my new book, Parenting Kids to Become the People Employers 

Really Want and…America Desperately Needs I teach a powerful 

strategy for doing this. One aspect of this involves asking  

our children: 

"Why did you do that so well?" 

When they reply with shrugged shoulders, we ask: 

"Did you work hard? Have you been practicing? Or did you  

keep trying?" 

When kids verbalize any one of the three, they begin to believe that 

they have what it takes to keep going when the going gets tough. 

Dr. Charles Fay, Love & Logic Institute.  
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FREEDOM AND RESPONSIBILITY 
By Phyllis Pottish-Lewis                                                                                                                                          Part 1 of 3 

Dr. Montessori did not believe, as was the case in her day that education was for the purpose of filling the child with a 

prescribed and limited subject matter where abstract subjects were taught and facts were memorized. She  

believed that,  

Education should no longer be mostly imparting of knowledge, but must take a new path, seeking the release of 

human potentialities. 1 

It was her belief that the task of education and the educator was to stimulate life and then leave it free to develop or 

unfold. That goal bespoke the necessity of trying to train or educate those elements inherent within the human being 

which lay only in potential at birth, but which could be nurtured and developed in a systematic and scientific way. 

One of those essential human elements in potential is “independence,” without which an individual cannot function 

freely or autonomously. Dr. Montessori had observed that at birth the tiny child, with every movement of his muscles, 

with every cry emitted from his lips, was on this path to independence. Since being an independent functioning 

human being is the direction that human development takes, it is only reasonable to assume that to be of real value 

education must assist in this development. As Montessori studied that which had been revealed to her by the child, 

she concluded that in order for children to develop independence in any realm, or develop any other human potential 

for that matter, they must be given the freedom to act. It is through activity that the child can develop himself. The 

child must be free to move; he must be free to talk; he must be free to pursue his own interests and curiosities as they 

emerge. She says,  

Let us leave the life free to develop within the limits of the good, and let us observe this inner life developing. This is 

the whole of our mission. 2 

This idea of freedom is, however, a hard concept for some people to understand. Those who have incompletely 

grasped it have promoted a climate of permissiveness which is seen in both homes and schools today. But it was never 

Dr. Montessori’s intent to offer children freedom without the limits or checks that would provide a balance for that 

freedom. She believed that all freedoms given, given so the children can make their own spontaneous natural 

development must also be accompanied by responsibilities. In fact, by being asked to be responsible to the freedoms 

offered, the child is provided an opportunity to develop his ability to be responsible. 

But Dr. Montessori, a scientist and a practitioner, realized empirically that these two concepts, freedom and 

responsibility, in order to be trained systematically, must be allowed to develop methodically and carefully in a 

controlled environment. It is for this reason that she spoke of liberty within a prepared environment. Freedom can be 

given to the child gradually, and then as he shows an ability to handle the small dose given, more responsibility can be 

offered, building up in him over time the ability to be responsible. When freedoms are offered the child, he must make 

choices. This results in other elements coming into play in order for him to make the final determination or decision, 

[T]rue liberty of choice is bound up with the power to think and reason—every act of choice being necessarily 

preceded by an act of the intellect, i.e., a judgment. 3 

These elements of reason will and judgment all can be developed and refined by having opportunities in which they 

can be practiced and exercised within the prepared environment. We can see that through the offering of freedom 

within the prepared environment, other capabilities have the opportunity to be developed and realized gradually  

and systematically. 

We have, then, Dr. Montessori asking us not to impart or impose an educational method on an impassive child, but 

actually to aid life and its construction by offering him freedom and then leaving him free to act. He is thereby 

afforded the opportunity to unfold himself according to his natural dictates. This, then, is the fundamental task of  

the educator. 
Continued on Page 4 . . . 
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The child is born with potentials. These potentials have been called by Dr. Montessori the “human potentials”. He has 

the potential for developing the functional intellect, eventually being able to use reason and judgment; he has the 

potential for coordinated movement; he has the potential for the development of language; he has the potential for the 

ability to function independently as a human being, embodying all that such functioning implies. These are the 

potentials which the child at birth possesses, and which then need to be actuated. In order to actualize the potentials 

the child needs to be able to act on his environment. It is through activity that he will be able to make the development 

necessary to transform himself into an independent, successfully functioning human being. 

 

1 Montessori, Maria, Education For a New World. p.2. 

2 Montessori, Maria, Dr. Montessori’s Own Hand Book. p. 134. 

3 Standing, E.M., Maria Montessori, Her Life and Work, p. 282. 

© Phyllis Pottish-Lewis 1992. 

  

Look for part 2 in next week’s Weekly Wisdom 
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We are selling discounted copies of the 

Orthodox Study Bible  

for $40 each!  (Save 20%) 
 

 

Help us raise money towards  

the purchase of  

new Orthodox /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ [ƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜΦ 

 

 

Limited copies available, so purchase yours today! 
 

 

 

 


